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Albert City-Truesdale Community
School District
Annual Progress Report
August 2004

OUR SCHOOLS, OUR STUDENTS, OUR PROGRESS
Dear Parents and Community Members,
The purpose of our annual progress report is to provide you with the
specialized information we use to make decisions to support the continuous
improvement of our schools and our students. Besides meeting the new
requirements of the No Child Left Behind legislation, we will show you what
students and staff are doing that is special and unique to our schools---and of
what we are so very proud.
This report will provide information pertaining to the 2003-04 school year.
We continue to look forward to parental and citizen input for school
improvement what can occur for the 2004-05 school year and beyond.
The challenges, though, continue to grow. Today we are expected to do
more with less: improve our whole educational system, expand our teacher
training, rewrite our curriculum to standards, recruit highly trained teachers,
improve our facilities---and accomplish this with fewer resources each year.
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Schools are the greatest hope for building a strong economic future for our
communities and our children today and tomorrow. Teaching all our
children the skills they need to lead successful, meaningful lives requires the
support of every parent and community member. Our school teaches the
basics and beyond to reach the talents of all children. It is a rich curriculum
and encourages developing the habits of mind and actions that nurture
respect and responsibility, caring and cooperation, honesty, citizenship,
ethical and moral behavior.
Join us today in celebrating our achievements and honoring the work of our
staff, our parents, and our community.
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Our Schools Today --- At A Glance

District Enrollment (in the building): 242 students
Preschool and Elementary School: 141 students
Jr. High School: 39 students
High School: 62 students
District Staff: Administrators-2, Teachers-30, Support Staff-17

The mission of Albert
City-Truesdale School
is to offer equal
opportunities for all
students to develop the
knowledge, skills and
character necessary to
successfully live in
their ever-changing
global world of work,
community, and family.

Programs Designed to Meet Individual Needs
Talented and Gifted Program: All students have a unique talent or gift.
Recognizing this at the elementary level, our program supports all students
with activities that enrich, expand and extend students’ thinking and learning.
At the middle and high school levels, we offer programs that support those
students with advanced skills in mathematics, literature, social sciences and
science. Students with advanced art, technology, and technical skills can take
courses that meet their talents.
Special Education Program: There are so many wonderful opportunities for
students who need support in one or more content areas. Beginning in
Kindergarten and continuing through 12th grade, resource, special education
and support staff provide students with learning difficulties the assistance they
need.
Bilingual and English Language Learner Program: Some students come to
us with limited English skills. We have developed special programs, activities
and strategies to meet their unique needs.
Alternative High School: Our philosophy is to provide opportunities for all
students to graduate. Some students do not do well in the traditional school
setting but are successful in another learning environment. That is why we help
them meet the same graduation requirements at an alternative school.

District Resources: How Funds Are Spent
Our total budget this year was $2.7 million.
Ξ 66% direct instruction
Ξ 10% administration
Ξ 24% other (AEA support, building maintenance, transportation, etc.)

Never underestimate the power of
dreams and the influence of the
human spirit. The potential for
greatness lives within each of us.

Elementary Progress on Continuous Improvement Goals
In Reading and Mathematics
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First Year for Reading First-Great Success!
At the end of our first year of Reading First we presented our data to all our community at a
public meeting. Our Consultant, Julie Finnern, gave a brief explanation for our data and
progress with phonemic awareness, fluency, accuracy, phonics, and comprehension. The
ITBS, ITED’s, and ICAMS, along with the other multiple data we use, provide us with a very
accurate picture of our students’ academic progress. The following will show you how well
our students are doing compared to other students in the nation, in Iowa, and within their own
grade levels.

4th Grade Students’ ITBS Reading Proficiency* Soars Higher Than Iowa & the Nation
* Proficiency is defined as a score of 41 percentile or more on ITBS

4th Grade Reading Bienium Data

An expert at anything
was once a beginner.

60.0%

National

75.9%

State

89.9%

2001-03
69.0%

2000-02
0.0%

Early Intervention Goal:
Students in grades K-3 will
continue to maintain low
student to adult ratio with the
utilization of certified and
non-certified personnel.

82.4%

2002-04

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

4th Grade Students Demonstrate Improvement on the
Iowa Collaborative Assessment Model (ICAM).
This assessment, unlike the ITBS, provides students the opportunity not only to complete multiple
choice questions on an article but also to write and demonstrate their understanding of the author’s
intent and/or the meaning of the reading.
ICAM Reading

Comprehending Literature

Proficient & Above
(Level 2 & 3)
02-03
03-04

02-03

03-04

77.2%

22.7%

11%

89%

Low
(Level 1)
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Our Reading Goals Light the Way
2003-04 Goal: To meet the continuous progress
goals of the Iowa Plan for annually improving K12 reading based on ITBS.
Comparison of 4th Grade ITBS Reading Comprehension from 2002 to 2004 (Compilation)
2002-03
ITBS %’s

2003-04
ITBS %’s

+ or –
Increase

High

27.3%

15.8%

-11.5%

Intermediate

63.7%

57.9%

-5.8%

Low

9.1%

26.3%

+17.2%

Good News!---Math Skills are Progressing!
Just like reading, we collect a great deal of mathematics information through standardized tests
and assessments that measure students’ skills in computation, problem solving, and reasoning.
The multiple data we use provides us with a very accurate picture of each child’s math
progress. The following will show you how well our students are doing compared to other
students in the nation, in Iowa, and within their own grade levels. And it’s GOOD NEWS!

4th Grade Students’ ITBS Math Proficiency Soars Higher Than Iowa’s & the Nation’s
4TH GRADE BIENNIUM DATA
4th Grade Math Bienium Data
National

60.0%

State

75.0%

2002-04

83.0%

2001-03

77.4%

2000-02

78.5%

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%
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Iowa Collaborative Assessment Modules Support Students’ Math Improvements
as Students Both Solve and Write Solutions to Problems
4th Grade ICAM Data from 2002-2004

Problem-Solving Strategies
& Process

Proficient & Above
Low
(Level 2 & 3)
(Level 1)
02-03
03-04 02-03
03-04
81.8%
89.5% 18.2%
10.5%

Our Math Goals Light the Way

Elementary students also use computer programs
to support them in math. The programs are
individualized and help them do computation
and problem-solving at their own level. These
programs are further aligned with the work being
completed in class and extend or expand their
learning.
Math Goal 2003-04: To meet the
continuous progress goals of the Iowa Plan
for annually improving the K-12 math
total.

Comparison of 4th Grade ITBS Math Comprehension from 2002 To 2004 (Compilation)
2002-03 ITBS
%’s

2003-04 ITBS
%’s

+ or –
Increase

High

22.7%

15.8%

-6.9%

Intermediate

59.1%

68.4%

+9.3%

Low

18.2%

15.8%

+2.4%

Middle Level Progress on Continuous Improvement Goals
In Reading, Mathematics, and Science
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Our 8th Grade Students’ Reading Proficiency Remains
Higher Than the Nation on the ITBS
*Proficiency is defined by a score of 41percentile or more as defined by ITBS

Our Staff are Learning
Scientific–based Reading
Research Strategies
and Supporting Students in
Reading Informational Text

8th Grade Reading Biennium Data
National

60.0%

State

69.3%

2002-04

69.2%

2001-03

82.3%

2000-02

81.5%

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

Reading text at the middle level involves changes for your
children. Students must learn to read and comprehend more
informational text and be engaged in increasingly new
vocabulary in all subjects. It is a time when too often students
begin to read less as they are frustrated by the difficulty of the
text. Our staff our implementing strategies to support
comprehension.

At all levels, we have been
collecting reading information
through standardized tests and
assessments that measure reading
comprehension. After all, the
purpose of reading is to build
understanding of concepts, ideas,
and information. The multiple data
we use provides us with a more
accurate picture of each student’s
reading progress. The following will
show you how well our students are
doing compared to other students in
the nation, in Iowa, and within their
own grade levels.

8th Grade
Iowa Collaborative Assessment Model (ICAM).
This assessment provides feedback on the ability of middle level students to make inferences and
demonstrate their ability to comprehend a variety of different text. Students not only answer multiple
choice questions, they also respond through writing to specific questions that assess their ability to
understand the meaning of the text.

8th Grade ICAM Data in Reading

Comprehending Functional Text

Proficient & Above
(Level 2 & 3)
02-03
03-04
76.1%
33.3%

Low
(Level 1)
02-03
03-04
23.8%
66.6%
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Long-Range Reading Goal: By 2005, all students will show improvement in reading comprehension.
2003-04 Goal: To meet the continuous
progress goals of the Iowa Plan for annually
improving K-12 reading based on ITBS.

Our Reading Goals Light the Way

Comparison of 8th Grade ITBS Reading Comprehension from 2002 To 2004 (Compilation)

High
Intermediate
Low

2002-03
ITBS %’s

2003-04
ITBS %’s

+ or Increase

4.3%
60.8%
34.8%

20.0%
53.3%
26.7%

+15.7%
-7.5%
-8.1%

8th Grade Reading Comprehension

ITBS 8 Grade Math Scores.
th

In math we collect information through standardized tests and assessments that measure students’ skills in
computation, problem solving, and reasoning. The multiple data we use provides us with an accurate
picture of each student’s math progress. The following will show you how well our students are doing
compared to other students in the nation, in Iowa, and within their own grade levels.

8th Grade Students’ Math Proficiency Remains Higher Than Iowa & the Nation
8th Grade Math Biennium Data
National

60.0%
71.6%

State
2002-04

76.9%

2001-03

77.4%

2000-02
0.0%

73.0%
20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

8th Grade ICAM Data

Solving Work Related Math
Problems

Proficient & Above
(Level 2 & 3)
02-03
03-04
76.2%
73.3%

Low
(Level 1)
02-03
03-04
23.8
26.7%
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Math Goal 2003-04: To meet the
continuous progress goals of the Iowa Plan
for annually improving the K-12 math
total.

Our Math Goals Light the Way

Middle school students begin advancing their
math skills including more work in statistics,
geometry, and algebra. Since the intent of math
is being able to understand the concepts, more
time is spent on learning the vocabulary, reading
math text, and writing to assure students do
understand the processes.

Meeting 8th Grade Math Computation Goals

High
Intermediate
Low

2002-03
ITBS %’s

2003-04
ITBS %’s

+ or Increase

8.6%
65.2%
26%

20.0%
60.0%
20.0%

+11.4%
-5.2%
-6.0%

Student’s Demonstrate Strong Science Skills
For the second year, we are reporting out on multiple assessments in science. The data we use is from the ITBS
and ITEDs as well as other approved DE assessments. The following will show you how well our students are
doing compared to other students in the nation, in Iowa, and within their own grade levels.
8th Grade Science Biennium Data
National

60.0%

State

77.3%

2002-04

77.9%

2001-03

82.3%

2000-02

81.5%

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%
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Multiple Assessments on Science Standards
Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth Edition

Level 1
27%
0%

th

8 Grade
11th Grade

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
(Percent in Each)
Level 2
Level 3
40%
20%
13%
38%

Level 4
13%
50%

Performance Standards are content-referenced scores that reflect what students know and should be able
to do in given subject areas. The Standford Performance Standards were determined by expert panels of
educators, who judged each test question on the basis of how students at different levels of achivement
should perform. These expert judgments yielded four categories or levels of student performance.
Level 1: Indicates little or no mastery of fundamental knowledge and skills.
Level 2: Denotes partial mastery of the knowledge and skills that are fundamental for satisfactory work.
At the high school level, this is higher than minimum competency skills.
Level 3: Represents solid academic performance, indicates that students are prepared for the next grade.
At the high school level, this indicated preparedness for democratic citizenship, responsible adulthood,
and productive work.
Level 4: Signifies superior performance beyond grade-level mastery. At the high school level, this shows
readiness for rigorous college courses, advanced technical training, or employment requiring advanced
academic achievement.

Our Science Goals Light the Way
Long-Range
Goal Science Goal: All students will
understand the process to do scientific inquiry.

Science Goal 2003-04: Students will meet
the same percentage increase in science as
in reading and mathematics as defined in
the Iowa Plan.

Annual 2003-04 Science Goal: During the 2003-04 school
year the Albert City-Truesdale class of 2008 will increase the
percent of students performing in the proficient or above level
as measured by ITBS.
2002-03
ITBS %’s
High
Intermediate
Low

4.3%
78.2%
17.4%

2003-04
ITBS %’s
20%
53.3%
26.7%

+ or Increase
+15.7%
-24.9%
+9.3%

High School Progress in Reading, Mathematics, and Science
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We collect reading information through standardized tests and assessments that measure reading
comprehension. The multiple data we use provides us with a more accurate picture of each student’s reading
abilities. The following will show you how well our students are doing compared to other students in the
nation, in Iowa, and within their own grade levels.

Our 11th Grade Students’ ITEDs Reading Proficiency

11th Grade Reading Biennium Data
National

60.0%

State

77.0%

2002-04

74.2%

2001-03

66.8%

2000-02
0.0%

88.5%
20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

Knowledge is power. It opens the
doors to what each graduate wants to
pursue, and reading is essential to any
and all pursuits.

11th Grade Students Show Improvement in Comprehension Skills on the
Iowa Collaborative Assessment Model (ICAM).
This assessment provides feedback on the ability of high school students to make inferences and
demonstrate their ability to comprehend a variety of different texts. Students not only answer
multiple choice questions, they also respond through writing to specific questions that assess their
ability to understand the meaning of the text.

11th Grade ICAM Data Shows Improvement

Comprehending Functional Text

Proficient & Above
Low
(Level 2 & 3)
(Level 1)
02-03
03-04 02-03
03-04
94.5%
NA(-10) 5.6%
NA(-10)
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Our Reading Goals Light the Way
2003-04 Goal: To meet the continuous progress goals
of the Iowa Plan for annually improving K-12 reading
based on the ITEDs.
11th Grade Reading Comprehension Compared from 2002 to 2004
2002-03
ITEDs %’s

2003-04
ITEDs %’s

+ or Increase

17.7%
52.9%
29.4%

0%
77.8%
22.2%

-17.7%
+24.9%
-7.2%

High
Intermediate
Low

11th Grade ITED Math Biennium Date
In math we collect information through standardized tests and assessments that measure
students’ skills in computation, problem solving, and reasoning. The multiple data we use
provides us with an accurate picture of each student’s math progress. The following will show
you how well our students are doing compared to other students in the nation, in Iowa, and
within their own grade levels.

11th Grade Students’ Math Proficiency Soars Higher Than Iowa & the Nation
11th Grade Math Biennium Data
National

60.0%

State

79.2%

2002-04

80.1%

2001-03

87.4%

2000-02
0.0%

93.5%
20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

Iowa Collaborative Assessment Modules Support Students’ Math Improvements
as Students Both Solve and Write Solutions to Problems
11th Grade ICAM Data

Solving Work Related Math
Problems

Proficient & Above
(Level 2 & 3)
02-03
03-04
72.2%
NA(-10)

Low
(Level 1)
002-03
27.8%

03-04
NA(-10)
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Our Math Goals Light the Way

High school students have many opportunities to
advance their math skills with courses in
geometry, algebra and calculus. Other courses
directly support math in vocational and technical
fields. To support these concepts, more time is
spent on the vocabulary, reading math text, and
writing to assure students fully understand the
processes.

Math Goal 2003-04: To meet the
continuous progress goals of the Iowa Plan
for annually improving the K-12 math total
based on the ITEDs.

Math develops critical
thinking skills.

Meeting 11th Grade Math Computation Goals

High
Intermediate
Low

2002-03
ITEDs %’s

2003-04
ITEDs %’s

+ or Increase

17.7%
64.7%
17.7%

33.3%
44.4%
22.2%

+15.6%
-20.3%
+4.5%

Student’s Continue to Build Strong Science Skills
For the second year, we are reporting out on multiple assessments in science. The data we use is from the
ITBS and ITEDs as well as other approved DE assessments. The following will show you how well our
students are doing compared to other students in the nation, in Iowa, and within their own grade levels.
Science Goal 2003-04: Students will meet the
same percentage increase in science as in
reading and mathematics as defined in the
Iowa Plan on the ITEDs.

11th Grade Science Biennium Data
National

60.0%

State

78.7%

2002-04
2001-03

79.2%

2000-02
0.0%

2002-03
ITEDs
%’s

71.6%

81.5%
20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

High
Intermediate
Low

35.3%
41.2%
23.5%

2003-04
ITEDs %’s
11.1%
55.5%
33.3%

+ or Increase
-24.2%
+14.3%
+9.8%
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Climate and Culture Goal: Continue to
explore and develop strategies that teach and
encourage social responsibilities, motivation
and work character through mutual
collaboration between parents, teachers and
students.

Climate and Culture

Information That Supports our Goals:
Percentage of dropouts in grades 7-12
Number and % of Seniors
intending to pursue further
education

Number and % of Students
achieving a score of 20 or
higher indicating postsecondary success

18 out of 18

No. & Percent of
Dropouts in Grades 7-12

8 of 17 students – 47%

Percent of Dropouts by
Gender in Grades 7-12

Number and % of graduates
who completed a core
program of 4 years of
English, and 3 or more of
math, science, and social
studies

% students with diploma
2003-04

11 of 18 students – 64.7%

Percent of Dropouts on
IEPs in Grades 7-12

3 – 2.5 % of
3.3% Male, of 59
102 students
2.4% Female of 43
Average Daily Attendance: 96.5%
State Average Daily Attendance: 95.6%

100%

Percent of Dropouts by
Race in Grades 7-12

0%

2.0% Caucasian
33.3% Hispanic

We are proud of the high number of students we graduate each year. We believe that all students need a high
quality, comprehensive education in order to lead successful and meaningful lives. Our administrators,
teachers, and counselors continuously make every effort to help students achieve academic success. (94% of
our students took at least one PSEO class.
We are also proud of the number of students who pursue further education either at a two-year or four-year
college, trade or technical school, or receive training in the armed forces. Each year as our students take the
ACT test, a test where a cut score of 20 indicates probable success in further education, the scores increase.
This means that nationally our students are quite able to compete with other members of senior classes across
the nation.

Class of 2004 Future Plans
4 Year College
2 Year College
Technical College 0%
Military
1%
Workforce
0%
0

35%
59%

20

40

60

80

100
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Iowa Youth Survey Results
Last year we gave the Iowa Youth Survey to all 6th, 8th, and 11th grade students.
Survey Questions Concerning Substances

6th

8th

11th

Ever Used Tobacco

0%

39%

44%

Ever Used Alcohol

12%

72%

78%

Ever Used Drugs

0%

28%

28%

Survey Questions Concerning Attitudes About Self: Strongly Agree
or Agree
I am accepting of those different than me

94%

89%

100%

It is wrong to discriminate

82%

95%

100%

I feel I do not have much to be proud of

42%

55%

22%

It is against my values to have sex as a teenager

77%

67%

56%

Even if dangerous I like to do exciting things

66%

89%

73%

Would you be more popular if you drink alcohol

12%

17%

56%

Would you be more popular if you used illegal drugs

6%

11%

23%

How wrong would students feel if you carried a weapon to school

88%

84%

94%

School consistently enforces school rules

94%

77%

72%

My parents would support the school’s disciplinary actions

95%

100%

95%

My teachers care about me

100%

61%

66%

Students treat each other with respect

70%

61%

55%

I feel safe at school

100%

67%

83%

I do assigned homework

100%

88%

89%

How wrong would your parents feel if you used illegal drugs

100%

88%

100%

In my home there are clear rules about what I can and cannot do

100%

94%

84%

I have a happy home

100%

88%

89%

I am not disciplined at home consistently

44%

61%

28%

th

th

Survey Questions Concerning Attitudes About Self At Home:
Strongly Agree or Agree
I can talk about things that bother me in my house

6

8

11th

94%

83%

89%

A parent/guardian checks to make sure I have done my homework

42%

50%

56%

I am praised at home when doing a good job

68%

59%

94%

At least one parent/guardian goes to school activities I am in

87%

72%

94%

How difficult would it be to get alcohol (Very hard or hard)

69%

22%

12%

How difficult to get amphetamines (Very hard or hard)

87%

56%

39%

Adults in my community care about people my age (Agree)

81%

95%

89%

Survey Questions Concerning Community Attitudes and Actions:
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What did the Iowa Survey Tell Us?
This survey gives us valuable insights into what our students perceive is happening to them. You will note that
although they state they dislike discrimination, they do not feel they are treated with respect by peers. Parents
also do not check to see if they have homework done. It is encouraging to note that although they seem to find it
relatively easy to get illegal drugs or alcohol, that they are not using them a great deal. One thing is certain, the
more support we can give all children, listen to them, structure their world so they feel safe and cared about, and
model good actions, the better chance they have to lead meaningful lives. To support students, we will be doing
the following:
How important it is for our students to learn how
to be responsible, caring, respectful, honest,
moral, democratic members of the world
community! It begins in our homes, our schools
and our community. It is a job for all of us each
day. It is the most important work we will ever
do for it is the hope and the promise for a better
world for us all.



Classroom Management Training: All new teachers and para-educators receive training each year in
learning how to better manage classrooms.



Study and implementation of how to stop bullying behaviors by staff



Monthly newsletters sent to district patrons highlighting what they are doing and encouraging participation.

How We Are Integrating Technology Into Our Classrooms

Long-range Goal: It is the vision of the Albert CityTruesdale School to provide the skills, knowledge and
attitude that will allow our students to function in a
technological society upon graduation.
Short-range Goal: By 2005, technology training will be
offered for all staff. Staff will implement technology across
curriculum areas. Middle School staff will participate in
E2T2 training.

More Use of Technology by Staff and Students
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It’s good news…we’re using technology more each year in ways that engage students in their learning, support
their learning, and help staff track student learning. Students have completed some incredible work using a
variety of technologies in their class work. Some of the interesting uses of using technology include:
 Staff are using technology in elementary classrooms to improve students reading skills. Engaging
software that supports individual needs is used to by students to learn comprehension, word recognition
and other reading skills
 All high school students use various software and on-line resources to help them learn about a variety of
colleges and options available to them after graduation.
 Beginning as early as third grade, students have been trained in on-line strategies for collecting
information. They use the Internet in a variety of ways including e-mail, pen pals, sharing information,
writing, accessing encyclopedias, and participation in on-line communities.
 High school students in vocational classes have learned to use software that is directly connected to the
software they would use in the workplace.
 Middle school science students are using software probes that measure weather conditions, heat and light,
and the like and then use spreadsheets and data-gathering programs to collect and monitor their data.

 Our students are being trained in ways to help them produce reports that share information in interesting
ways and use technologies such as digital cameras, scanners, and multimedia software.

How Community Members are Supporting Our Schools
Several community meetings were held this past year to discuss the future of the school. As a result of
suggestions made during the DE site visit during the 2002-03 school year we heard more community input from
the citizen’s advisory committee this year.
One main theme that is our community is committed to is the continuation of the programs for our PreK6 students at Albert City. We now have an all-day everyday Preschool for 3-5 year olds.
In June this past summer, we entered into a whole-grade sharing agreement with Sioux Central. All our
7-12 grade students will be transported to Sioux Central next year.
For more information please contact:
School Administration: Steve Mitchell- Superintendent/Elementary Principal
Telephone: 712-843-5416
Fax: 712-843-5551
Email: smitchell@albertct.k12.ia.us
Board Members: Gary Hogrefe, Brent Moens, Shelly Buse, Deb Clausen, and Doug Rebhuhn
It is the policy of Albert City-Truesdale CSD to provide equal educational and employment opportunities and not to illegally
discriminate on the basis of gender, race, national origin, religion, age, marital status or disability in its educational programs,
activities, or its employment and personnel policies.

